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1. Treasury to London and North We&tirn Railway Oompanyt 


Sk, 


Treasury Chambers, 

21^^ June, 1898. 


I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury to place on record and to confirm the agreement arrived at between 
us at a personal interview on the 17th instant, following upon the evidence 
given by you on behalf of the London, and North Western Kailway Company 
before the Departmental* Committee on the Irish Day Mails'. 

It is agreed that the Irish Up Day Mail Train shall run from Holyhead 
in connection with the cross Channel service as altered by the despatch 
of the Mail train from Westland Row at 8 a.m. (Irish time), and- the 
reduction by 15 minutes of the time allowed for the passage across Channel, 
that is to say, that the time of departure from Holyhead shall be 11.62' a.m., 
instead of 11.22 a.m. as at present; that the Irish Down Day Mail train 
shall leave Euston at 8.30 a.m. instead of 7.15 a.m. ; that- both Trains shall 
be accelerated by 30 minutes between Euston and Holyhead, and that these 
arrangements shall take effect on and from the 1st August 1898. 

It is further agreed that during the months of August and September of 
the present year, the 7.15 a.m. train from Euston shall continue to run under 
Post 0£6.ce control as at present, maintaining the existing times of arrival at 
places north of Crewe ; that from the 1st of October onwards that train 
shall be run- as an ordinary train and be timed to reach Liverpool not more 
than 10 minutest later than its present time of arrival, and to connect with 
other places correspondingly. 

My Lords will direct payment to the Railway Company at the rate of 
£6,600 a year in respect of the cost of acceleration of the Irish Day Mail 
trains and of all expenses entailed for the adaptation of existing services. 


I am, &c., 

(Signed) R. W. HANBUKY. 


t The margin of ten minutes was not definitely fixed at our interview,. 
but has since been agreed to at a conference between yourself and Mr. 
Robertson, the Chairman of the Irish Board of Works. 

The: General Manager, 

LondiOn' & North Western' Railway Company, 

Euston Station, N.W. 


2. Post Office to London and North Western Railway Com/paivy^ 

General Post Office, London>, 

22?^c^ January, 1908. 

Sir, 

The Postmaster General is informed by the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury that they have been in negotiation with the London and North' 
Western Railway Company in regard to the payment of £6,600 a year 
which has for some years been made by Their Lordships to the Company in 
respect of the acceleration of the Irish Day Mail tra.ins, and that an 
arrangement has been arrived at under which that payment will- cease, 
although, a somewhat smaller payment from the Post Office may be 
substituted for it provided the Company will undertake to carry out various- 
improvements in the Mail service. 

The necessity for effecting certain improvements in the postal- seiwice 
on- the London and North Western Railway has for some time been 
receiving the attention of the Postmaster General, and I am to give for 
the information of the -Company a list of the principal suggestions which 
have been made. 

1. An improvement of the working of the Down Irish Night Mail 
train, and the provision of some additional accommodation 
for sorting. 

* Report preseated to Parliament in 1898 (c. 9023). 
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2, Inijjrovement in die Parcel service to and from Ireland (a) 

hy the improvement of the arrangements for transfer at 
Hol)'head, and (&) by the provision of Parcel sorting carriages 
in the Irish Day Mail trains. 

3. The provision of additional sorting accommodation for both 

letters and parcels in the Postal trains and an earlier arrival of 
the Down train at Carlisle by a few minutes. ^ 

4 An improvement in the working of the Mail train from Crewe 
to Leeds and the provision of larger Parcel sorting carriages 
on this train. 

5. The provision of carriages for Parcel sorting m the Night Mail 

trains between Birmingham and Crewe. 

6. Improved working of the Up Limited Mail train. 

7. Improvement in the lift accommodation at Tamworth. 

8. Better arrangements for the transfer of Inward American Mails at 

North Wall and Holyhead. 

0. Provision of faster Boats for Inward and Outward American Mails 
between Holyhead and Dublin. 

It would no doubt be convenient if these suggestions could be 
personally discussed ; and if you concur I shall be happy to arrange for 
a meeting at this Office on an early date. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) G. A. OAKESHOTT. 

E. Turnbull, Esq., 

London & North Western Railway Company. 


3. Treasury to London and North Western Railway Company. 

Treasury Chambers, 

<ith Fehruary, 1908. 

Sir, . 

I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty s Treasury 
to inform you that questions have been raised on more than one occasion in 
the House of Commons with regard to the annual payment of £0,500 made 
since 1898 to the London and North Western Railway Company jn respect 
of the acceleration of the Irish Passenger service, and more particularly of 
the Irish Day Mail Trains. Attention has been specially called to the fact 
that the trains run by the Company in connection with their Holyhead and 
North Wall service now perform the journey between Holyhead and 
Euston in less time than the Irish Day Mail trains. 

In view of these representations and having regard^ to all the 
circumstances of the case, My Lords have felt great difficulty in asking the 
House of Commons to continue the provision for this payment in the 
Estimates for the ensuing year ; and They have arrived at the conclusion 
that this subsidy, so far 'as it can be justified, should be transferred to the 
Post Office Vote and merged in the general payment made by that 
Department to the Company for the conveyance of Mails. 

My Lords are glad to learn that, as a result of negotiations which have 
taken place betAveen Officers of the Company, of the Post Office, and of this 
Board, the Company have intimated their readiness to reduce the payment 
from £6;500 to £5,500 per annum, and to concede to_the Post Office certain 
additional facilities in connection with the Mail service, the details of which 
are in course of settlement between that Department and your Officers. 

My Lords propose that the new arrangement under which the reduced 
payment of £5,500 per annum Avill be made by the Postmaster General shall 
date from the 1st April next. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) G. H. MURRAY. 

The General Manager, 

London and North Western Railway Company, 

Euston Station. 
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4. Treasury to Post Office. 

Tkeasury Chambers, 

4f/(' Feh'uary, 1908. 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury 
to inform you that They have recently been in communication with the 
T/Ondon and North Western Railway Company with regard to the payment 
of £6,500 per annum made to that Company out of the Vote for 
Miscellaneous Expenses in consideration of the acceleration of the Irish 
Passenger service, and principally of the Day Mail trains. 

As a result of negotiations which have taken place between Officers of 
your Department, of the Company, and of this Board, the Company have 
agreed to reduce the payment to £5,500 per annum, and have intimated their 
readiness to concede to your Department certain additional facilities in 
connection with the Mail Service, the details of which are in course of 
settlement with your Officers. 

In these circumstances My Lords propose that the reduced subsidy of 
£5,500 should be transferred to the Post Office Vote and treated as part of 
the regular pay^ments made to the Company for the conveyance of Mails. 

If these arrangements meet with your approval My Lords propose to 
make the necessary changes in the Estimate for 1908-9, and the payment 
from the Vote for Miscellaneous Expenses would cease as from the 
1st April next. 

Pending the conclusion of the negotiations with the Railway Company 
My Lords have deferred a reply to your letter of the 23rd November last 
with respect to the questions raised by Mr. P. O’Brien, M.P., but They have 
no objection to oSer to the answer Avhich you propose to make to his 
representations. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) O. H. MURRAY. 

The Postmaster General. 


5. London and North Western Railway Company to Post Office. 

London & North Western Railwai^, 

Office of Superintendent of the Line, 

Euston Station, London, N. VV. 

February lOtA, 1908. 

Dear Sir, 

Referring to our conversation at the Post Office and your letter 
of January 22nd giving details of various improvements in the Mail service 
desired by the Department, I beg to say that the Railway Company will 
be agreeable : — 

1. To endeavour to improve the working of the Down Night Iri.sh 

Mail by running an extra train from Chester to Holyhead 
with the passengers from Liverpool and Manchester experiment- 
ally during July, August and September. The Company also 
will agree to substitute for the present letter sorting carriage 
on the Down Night Irish Mail, one of the new tenders which 
is being built in place of that destroyed in the Shrewsbury 
accident, when it is ready for traffic. 

2. To so alter a -train which runs in advance of the Crewe to Leeds 

Mail as to improve the working of the latter. 

3. To run each week-night free of charge, except Wednesday, the 

additional van in the Night Mail from Birmingham to Crewe 
which is now run on Wednesdays for American Mails at a 
special payment. 
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4. The question of improvement in the Parcels ser™e to and 
from Ireland and the transfer of the same at Holyhead, is 
supposed refers to the transit of Parcels by the Day Nort i 
Wall Boat Service, and as these Boats will from April 1st sail 
to and from Kingstown it will perhaps be well to see the effect 
of that change before moving in the matter. 

6. The provision of Parcels Sorting Carriages in the Irish Day Mail 
cannot, it is regretted, be agreed to. • 

0 The question of additional sorting accommodation for both 
letters and parcels in the Postal tram shall have oonsideratio i 
if the Department will signify their willingness to pay for such 
on tlie usual terms. The Down Postal tram is already ran 
at a high speed, and cannot be accelerated unless certain 
stoppages are witlidrawn. 

7 With regard to the provision of larger Parcels Sorting Carriages 
on the Crewe to Leeds Mail ; perhaps the Department vyill 
say if they wish that one of the larger carnages novv being 
biiilt at Wolverton should bo allocated to this service. 11 so, the 
Company! will see no objection. 

8. Tile improvement of the lift at Tamwortli shall be considered. 

y The tramsfer of Inward American Mails at North Wall and 
Holyhead is at present under review by representatives ot the 
■ Department and the Company, and their report had better be 
received before .anything is done. 

10 The provision of faster Boats for Inward American Mails 
between North Wall and Holyhead shall form the subject of 
enquiiy. 

11. The working of the Up Limited Mail train shall have every 
attention with a view to. an improvement being effected. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) B. TUBNBULL. 

Cf. A. Oakeshott, Es.q. 

General Post Office, 

London, E.C. 



rComspondence is still proceeding with the London & North Western Rriilway Co. on t 
subject of ?he above propoLs, but it is nob desirable to publish it until the negotiations a 
concluded.] 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



